It's a new school year with more shows than ever and exciting projects right at your fingertips! We're thrilled to offer you a variety of programs that support core standards using a subject that stirs creativity and actually improves performance: the arts! We want every teacher to integrate the arts into their lesson plans, whether it's by adding a visit to the theater to the school year or by taking arts integration head on-we have something for every school, teacher, and student! Imagine what an arts-inspired lesson plan will bring to your classroom! Our distinguished education programs serve each and every grade level, while tying in to your curriculum and meeting Common Core Standards. Study guides for our School Shows are available for free on our website. The dutiful docents from our Set the Stage program can't wait to prepare your students for their trip to the theater. Our four Artists in the Schools programs use hands-on learning in the arts to teach core subjects-with lessons for students and teachers alike. Music For Schools is brimming with free instruments and free resource materials, all available for loan to classrooms. We also have four invaluable Professional Development workshops for teachers that are not only inspiring and aligned with Common Core Standards, but they are a lot of fun, too. Let us help make this the best school year yet! 
Contact Us

Education Through the Arts | 2015-16 School Year
Outreach Programs
Music For Schools
Our Music For Schools program is a lending library of instruments intended for students who might not have an opportunity to play. Working directly with school music teachers, Music For Schools placed over 330 instruments in 34 schools last year, at no cost to the schools or students. In addition, classroom teachers may take advantage of our Orff instruments, curriculum materials, music packs, percussion sets, parachute, and tone chimes.
For more information, please contact Tracy Sawyer at 707.800.7529 or visit: wellsfargocenterarts.org/education/music-for-schools
Evert Person's ArtReach with additional generous support from Target
We strive to provide quality performances at affordable prices for school groups. As part of this goal, we offer ArtReach, a free-and reduced-priced ticket program. Students participating in the National Lunch Program receive an automatic discount on seats and, in addition, groups automatically receive free tickets for teachers and chaperones (one free ticket for each 10 student tickets purchased). These ArtReach benefits can be requested directly on the order form.
If you need further assistance to attend a performance, please visit: wellsfargocenterarts.org/education/financial-assistance
The Evert Person Bus Fund
Do you want to sign up for a School Show, but your budget is looking a little slim? We offer Bus Fund Awards to offset the rising cost of transportation. Our Bus Fund has helped more than 400 classrooms and thousands of students!
To qualify, you must purchase the minimum number of tickets specified, make full payment by the performance date, and attend the performance. 
$100 Award
Art Exhibits
The art exhibited around the Center provides an excellent opportunity to enrich your field trip, including our new Sculpture Garden, featuring "Root 101," an exhibit by Bruce Johnson comprised of colossal wood sculptures made from salvaged old growth redwood. "There is something primal and archetypal about these huge water washed forms," observes Johnson. "Within the form of roots and swirl of grain you can see and touch patterns of nature and feel the fractal expression of growth and energy. These materials are the heart of the Wells Fargo Center for the Arts exhibit."
Besides sculptures in the Sculpture Garden and around the campus, you will also find two-dimensional work, and artwork from local students, which rotates quarterly. For more information on exhibiting student artwork, contact Tracy Sawyer at 707.800.7529 or tsawyer@wellsfargocenterarts.org.
Artists in the Schools
Artists in the Schools connects innovative artists with classrooms, providing dynamic in-class mini-residencies. Each of these programs is tied to a school show and tailored to each grade range, while also aligning with Common Core Standards. Projects include three artist visits into the classroom and a post-performance activity, providing students with an indepth learning experience and opening doors of understanding through the arts. You will find information about specific mini-residencies and performances throughout this brochure. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts subsidizes this program and the cost per student is minimal considering the time the artist will spend with your students. Use our Order Form located on the last page of this brochure. Availability is limited, so sign up today! Timelines are excellent devices for helping students organize information and see connections. For many students, however, the information provided in timelines is often abstract and difficult to comprehend. In this workshop, Kennedy Center Teaching Artist Sean Layne shares a theatrical technique known as tableau that will breathe life into static timelines and bring them to life.
Tableau provides creative, controlled, low-risk dramatic experiences that help students apply their knowledge and expand their understanding of specific moments in time. The techniques can be applied to timelines related to history, literature, and even science. How can students gain skills in questioning and making inferences from a text? In this workshop, the "text" is a work of visual art. Beginning with a visual image allows students to learn the skills that they will apply later to more abstract texts (language).
Connects to the School Show
Led by Kennedy Center Teaching Artist Sandi Hammons, teachers will examine techniques for helping students develop their questioning strategies-posing relevant questions to gather information and progressing to more in-depth inquiry about the artwork. Teachers will be able to help students engage in higher levels of thinking as they guide them in examining unfamiliar objects and making inferences about the people and the culture that produced them. With a new emphasis on informational text in many English Language Arts curricula, teachers are searching for ways to enliven their reading comprehension and writing strategies. In this practical, active workshop, participants learn how to build student understanding of the structure and function of the English Language through creative movement and dance-based strategies. Teachers will leave the workshop with a set of step-by-step lessons that they can immediately apply to literary, procedural, and informational texts, to help students construct and demonstrate understanding of the text through creative dance. Randy Barron, choreographer, former professional dancer, and veteran Kennedy Center Teaching Artist, leads this engaging and briskly-paced exploration of arts integration in action.
Connects to the School Show Posada Navideña; see page 11. This internationally acclaimed modern dance company presents a special performance for students. The company, founded in 1985 by renowned dancer David Parsons and still under his artistic direction, has a mission to deliver positive, affirming, and life-enriching experiences to audiences worldwide, through dance and movement. Join this us for this lecture-demonstration style performance-part show, part tell-which showcases elements of dance and highlights the history of this form for students.
Workshops School Shows & Artists in the Schools
COMMON CORE STANDARDS EASILY APPLIED IN YOUR CLASSROOM:
• 6-8.RH.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. Your students will work with Eddie Madril from Sewam American Indian Dance Company who will provide an overview of the geography, music, and customs of several American Indian tribes. Participants will experience Native American sign language, a hoop dance, and other activities in this hands-on project.
COMMON CORE CONTENT STANDARDS:
• 3.SL.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
• 4.SL.1.c: Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.
"Eddie does an amazing job relating to the children. And the dances were amazing."-3rd grade teacher, Jack London Elementary School This stage adaptation features verbatim portions of the critically-acclaimed novel, The Giver. In a dystopian world where all is the same, 12-year-old Jonas is selected to receive the memories of a far different life. During his training, the buried truth about the world that he was born into becomes hauntingly clear. This powerful performance explores themes of individuality, ethics, and social constructs.
COMMON CORE STANDARDS EASILY APPLIED IN YOUR CLASSROOM:
• 7.RL.6: Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.
• 8.RL.3: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.
LESSON PLAN IDEA: Assign one half of the room to brainstorm principles of a perfect society and plans for implementation. Assign the other half to present arguments against these ideas. Students respond to the exercise in writing.
"It astounded the students how one woman could play all of the roles so well."-7th-8th grade teacher, Redwood Adventist Academy
GRADES PK-3
Room on the Broom by Tall Stories Theatre Company of London
Monday, November 2, 2015 · 9:30am · 60 minutes · tallstories.org.uk
The witch and her cat are flying happily on their broomstick until a stormy wind blows away the witch's hat, bow, and wand. A helpful dog, bird, and frog help find the witch's lost things, and they all hop on the broom for a ride. But this broomstick's not meant for five and-crack-the broom snaps in two! When a hungry dragon appears, who will save them now that the broom is broken? Julia Donaldson's award-winning tale of a witch, her cat, her friends, and her broomstick comes to life in this delightful musical! Includes three visits to your classroom! Explore the Lewis & Clark expedition and your social studies curriculum through illustration and animation! Working with the Charles M. Schulz Museum and Research Center, students will delve into the famous, perilous journey of Lewis & Clark and learn basic animation and illustration skills in the process. Students will work in small groups to create a stop-motion film based on the social studies curriculum they are studying. Follow the performance students will be part of a special screening to view films created during the project. Plus, each class will receive a DVD of all the stop-motion films! COMMON CORE CONTENT STANDARDS: • 4.SL.4.a: Plan and deliver a narrative presentation that: relates ideas, observations, or recollections; provides a clear context; and includes clear insight into why the event or experience is memorable.
• 5.SL.5: Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes.
GRADES 1-5
The 
GRADES PK-12
"My students really understood how hard it was to do many of these acts and were very interested in how long it took to practice and learn them. 
Dr. Seuss' The Cat in the Hat by Childsplay
Wednesday, January 20, 2016 · 9:30am · 60 minutes · childsplayaz.org
Dr. Seuss' beloved classic leaps from page to stage in this delightful musical! From the moment his tall, red-and-white-striped hat appears at their door, Sally and her brother know that the Cat in the Hat is the most mischievous cat they will ever meet. Suddenly the rainy afternoon is transformed by the Cat and his antics. Will their house ever be the same? Can the kids clean up before mom comes home? With some tricks (and a fish) and Thing Two and Thing One, with the Cat in The Hat, the fun's never done!
COMMON CORE STANDARDS EASILY APPLIED IN YOUR CLASSROOM:
• K.RL.2: With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details.
• 2.RL.4: Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.
LESSON PLAN IDEA: Record students' favorite rainy day activities on raindrop cutouts and create a poster for the class to use on rainy days.
GRADES 1-4
Hangin' with the Giants by JazzReach
Tuesday, January 26, 2016 · 9:30am · 60 minutes · jazzreach.org
This enthusiastic multi-media program introduces students to the rich history of jazz and to the names, faces, and music of some of its many masters, such as Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and Dizzy Gillespie. Your students will love when the jazz greats come to life before their eyes as cartoon characters on a talk show! The fun, highly engaging presentation also features a charismatic host and live music and proves the power of jazz. Instill a greater appreciation, awareness, and understanding of the rich history of the blues in your students with this interactive program. Yes Indeed! demonstrates the blues' roots in work songs, spirituals, hymns, field hollers, and chants of 19th-Century southern U.S. The blues is a distinct sound, but essentially it's a creative expression for coping with hardships, persisting in the face of trouble, and prevailing over adversity. By discovering the blues as a distinct musical style, students will identify the blues as the core element of all indigenous American music, including R&B, funk, gospel, rock, and hip hop.
GRADES 5-8 GRADES 1-5
The Science of Ecology with Steve Trash 
GRADES K-4
Alice in Wonderland by the Pushcart Players Tuesday, February 9, 2016 · 9:30am · 60 minutes · pushcartplayers.org
Filled with Lewis Carroll's pure nonsense and madcap characters, this intriguing tale about a curious young girl. has enchanted readers for many generations. This whimsical musical adaptation follows Alice on an enchanted journey of self-discovery with unique challenges, tough choices, and happy conclusions. At its heart, Carroll's story is about a daring adventure to which all of us can relate-growing up.
COMMON CORE STANDARDS EASILY APPLIED IN YOUR CLASSROOM:
• 1.RL.3: Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details.
• 2.RL.9: Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures. 
• 5.RL.7: Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem).
• 7.RI.3: Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).
LESSON PLAN IDEA: Students research and assume the identity of a key musician in the history of Jazz for a monologue prepared for the class.
GRADES 2-6
Roald Dahl's The BFG (Big Friendly Giant) by Dallas Children's Theater
Monday, February 22, 2016 · 9:30am · 60 minutes dct.org
The BFG was Roald Dahl's personal favorite of his own works. His "whizzcracklingly" wacky tale comes to life with puppets and people together on stage, creating a fantastical world of towering giants and magical adventures that's humongous on humor and large on laughs! We join two misfits on an unforgettable odyssey. For a young orphan "human bean," the sight of a giant outside her window is terrifying, and she fears for her life when he whisks her away to an enchanted land. Unlike other giants, the job of this larger-than-life vegetarian is to blow magical dreams into children's bedrooms. Together, the two embark on a quest to save England from the "gizzard-gulping" giants who don't have the BFG's tender heart. The cheeky BFG ultimately shows that heroes come in all sizes.
COMMON CORE STANDARDS EASILY APPLIED IN YOUR CLASSROOM:
• 3.RL.7: Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting).
• 5.RL.3: Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
GRADES 5-12
Black Violin
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 · 9:30am · 60 minutes · blackviolin.net
Black Violin is an innovative blend of classical, hip-hop, rock, R&B, and bluegrass music. Named after an album by preeminent African-American swing era jazz violinist Stuff Smith, this group was one of the hottest bands at SXSW in 2013 and returned to sold-out crowds in 2014. The group has a passion for educating and performing to young audiences even amid the success of their adult concerts. This performance, specifically geared to students, is focused not only on their genre-busting music, but on inspiring creativity, dedication, and determination.
COMMON CORE STANDARDS EASILY APPLIED IN YOUR CLASSROOM:
• 8.SL.2: Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. • 9-10.RL.9: Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
• 11-12.RL.5. Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
LESSON PLAN IDEA: In groups, students research an instrument from the strings category, identifying its history, how the instrument works to make music, which genres of music use it, and noted musicians who have played it.
GRADES 7-12
School Shows & Artists in the Schools A verbatim adaptation of the classic American autobiographical work, Black Boy dramatizes Richard Wright's journey from childhood innocence to adulthood in the Jim Crow South. Covering the first half of the novel, the actor plays upwards of fifteen characters in a true tour de force performance. Join us as we discover Wright's hunger for knowledge and cheer on his fight to claim basic human rights in a racist society. While we look into our shared past, we'll learn that these issues still resonate in today's cultural dialogue.
COMMON CORE STANDARDS EASILY APPLIED IN YOUR CLASSROOM:
• 8.RL.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. • 9-10.RL.5: Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.
LESSON PLAN IDEA: Students discuss in groups why Richard Wright chose to name his book Black Boy despite the negative connotations he experienced with the word "boy."
GRADES PK-3
Curious George: The Golden Meatball by TheatreworksUSA
Tuesday, March 1, 2016 · 9:30am · 60 minutes · theatreworksusa.org
Join the inquisitive, lovable little monkey Curious George, star of books, movies, and the award-winning PBS television show, in this delightful new musical. George helps his friend Chef Pisghetti cook some delicious meatballs for the annual All-You-Can-Eat Meatball Day. As they get ready to serve, they notice the crowd has vanished! It seems everyone is more interested in a fancy Meatballs O'Matic machine, so a despairing Chef Pisghetti vows to cook no more. Determined to help his friend, George goes on a mission to enter the Chef's meatballs in the world-famous Golden Meatball Contest… in Rome! Join George for every swing and flip in this fun-filled adventure! Working with Santa Rosa's own The Imaginists, your students will explore Shakespeare, his speeches and soliloquies. Students will work collaboratively to delve into a text from Hamlet and then adapt the text into a contemporary piece through writing and drama. Your students will study verse and language and explore contemporary issues through classic Shakespearian archetypes and in the process, activate their own imaginations and voices. 
GRADES 2-6
The Lightning Thief by TheatreworksUSA
Monday, March 14, 2016 · 9:30am · 60 minutes · theatreworksusa.org
Percy Jackson is about to be kicked out of boarding school... again. But, even worse, the gods of Mount Olympus have come to life from the pages of his Greek mythology textbook. And boy, are they angry! Zeus's master lightning bolt has been stolen and now Percy is the prime suspect. He has only ten days to find the stolen property and bring peace to a warring Mount Olympus. To succeed on his quest, Percy will have to do more than catch the true thief: He must come to terms with the father who abandoned him, solve the riddle of the Oracle, and unravel a treachery more powerful than the gods themselves. Join us for this wonderfully imaginative musical adaptation of the book by Rick Riordan. What's a movie without its score? Or imagine the classic Mario Brothers game without the background music. This performance illustrates how the elements of today's music are rooted in classical traditions. Classicallytrained pianist and international performer Alpin Hong returns, inviting us to explore how music from popular movies, television shows, and video games affect the listener. He connects with students using humor and familiar topics, drawing comparisons between modern compositions and traditional classical music, highlighting how both use rhythm, harmony, and melody to emotionally influence the audience.
COMMON CORE STANDARDS EASILY APPLIED IN YOUR CLASSROOM:
• 2.SL.2: Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
• 4.RI.2: Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.
• 5.RI.8: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s).
LESSON PLAN IDEA: Play a short scene from a film on mute. Students brainstorm the mood. Then play the same scene with the sound turned on, followed again by the students brainstorming the scene's mood. Discuss the effects of music and sound effects on an audience.
GRADES K-4
Miss Nelson is Missing by Two Beans' Productions Tuesday, May 3, 2016 · 9:30am · 60 minutes · theatreworksusa.org
The students in Room 207 are the worst-behaved class in the whole school-spitballs stuck to the ceiling, paper airplanes whizzing through the air-even though they have the sweetest teacher of all, Miss Nelson. But when Miss Nelson is unexpectedly absent from school one day, the class gets the strictest substitute they have ever met-Miss Viola Swamp! The students need to find Miss Nelson before it's too late… for them! Join the search in this lighthearted musical as we're reminded the importance of showing appreciation for others.
COMMON CORE STANDARDS EASILY APPLIED IN YOUR CLASSROOM:
• 2.RL.3: Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.
• 3.RL.5: Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. • 4.RL.7: Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text.
LESSON PLAN IDEA: In pairs, students discuss a time when they lost something and the steps they took to find it then share their conclusions with the rest of the class.
"It was the best kids program I have ever been to in 25 years. I loved it!" -5th grade teacher, Pacific Union College Elementary School IMPORTANT! Intended for school groups of 10 or more. All changes and/or cancellations must be submitted in writing at least 3 weeks (21 days) prior to show date for School Shows or Artists in the Schools and five (5) business days for Professional Development events. NO refunds issued after this deadline. Payment by check or credit card, made payable to Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, is due 30 days from receipt of order. NO phone orders, please. Confirmation arrives by mail. 
